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Cost and Time Blowouts (and Major Disputes) on Large Construction Projects 

Wednesday, 3 July 2019, 5.00pm - 7.15pm 
Room 903, Level 9 NTUC Centre, One Marina Boulevard,  Singapore 018989 

 

Practice Area: Building &                      
                       Construction 

Training Level: General 

Public CPD Points: 1.5 

About this Seminar: 
This seminar will discuss cost and time blowouts (and major disputes) on large construction projects and the mistakes that continue 
to be repeated and why lessons are not learned, including: 

• Statistics on the prevalence and impact of time and cost blowouts on large construction projects 

• Common (recurring) major causes and reasons for cost and time blowouts and major disputes from the cradle (project 
conception) to the grave (final resolution). For example: 

·       Poor project / scope definition at FID, contract execution and mobilisation. 
·       Poor project delivery (contract) choice e.g. turnkey EPC v EPCM, partnering etc. 
·       Allocation of risk according to might and market forces c.f. Abrahamson principles. 
·       Poor project records and a culture of not following the contract by contractors and owners alike e.g. notices and time 

bars + waiver/estoppel. 
·       Adversarial, inflexible, untimely dispute resolution processes cf Dispute Avoidance Boards etc. 

Seminar Programme: 

5.00 - 5.30pm Registrations & Networking for Delegates 

5.30 - 5.45pm 
Opening Remarks by Chairperson 

Mr. Kelvin Teo – Counsel, Clifford Chance Asia/ Cavenagh Law LLP; Council Member, Society of Construction Law 

(Singapore) 

5.45 - 7.00pm 
Cost and Time Blowouts (and Major Disputes) on Large Construction Projects 

Mr. Simon Bellas – Partner, Jones Day 

Mr. John Cooper - Partner-in-Charge Brisbane, Jones Day 

7.00 - 7.15pm Q&A Session 

About the Speakers: 

Mr. Simon Bellas – Partner, Jones Day 

Simon Bellas is an international disputes authority whose practice is focused on large-scale construction projects, in particular, in the energy 
and resources and infrastructure sectors. He has particular experience in working with overseas, EPC contractors.  

Simon is a highly ranked arbitration and construction lawyer and has managed some of the largest international arbitrations and litigation in 
the Asia-Pacific region.  

In addition to large-scale transnational disputes, Simon is regularly engaged during project execution as “project counsel” with a mandate of 
avoiding and minimising claims and disputes. With more than 15 years experience in LNG and mining, Simon is a leading industry 
professional and has an in-depth working knowledge of many of the technical engineering and commercial issues that underpin projects and 
the claims that commonly arise from them.  

Mr. John Cooper - Partner-in-Charge Brisbane, Jones Day 
John Cooper has worked on many of Australia's largest projects in the transport, energy and resources, defence, and social infrastructure 
sectors. He has represented owners, major contractors, and consultants in complex disputes on major procurement projects in Australia and 
overseas. 

John has been the lead lawyer on teams that acted on the operation and maintenance agreement for the regional rail network in New South 
Wales, the program alliance for RailCorp's signaling work, the successful Transcity JV bid for Legacy Way, the Gateway Upgrade Project, 
major defence acquisition and sustainment contracts, and mine infrastructure and contract mining agreements for iron ore mines in South 
Australia, coal mines in NSW and Queensland, and many other mining projects in Australia and overseas. 

John has acted in major Supreme Court actions in relation to defects in the pavements at Port Botany and the Port of Brisbane and is currently 
representing major international contractors on disputes in connection with a number of the recently completed gas projects in Queensland. 
He also has represented clients in arbitrations, expert determinations, and statutory adjudications. 
John is a member of the Construction and Infrastructure Law Committee of the Business Law Section of the Law Council of Australia, a 
member of the Resolution Institute, and a member of the Centre for Professional Legal Education Advisory Board. He also has held leadership 
roles with many other organizations, including the Professional Engineers Disciplinary Panel of Queensland. He has delivered many papers 
on dispute resolution, construction, procurement, and contract law topics. 

About the Chairperson: 

Mr. Kelvin Teo  – Counsel, Clifford Chance Asia/ Cavenagh Law LLP; Council Member, Society of Construction Law (Singapore) 
Kelvin is proficient at making complicated technical, delay and quantum issues, easy to understand. He regularly advises major players in 
the infrastructure, energy and resources sphere. 

His sector experience covers projects from nuclear power plants and renewables including wind, hydropower and geothermal; to refineries, 
mines, railways, and even giant ferris wheels. 

Kelvin's practice covers the entire spectrum of dispute resolution mechanisms including arbitration and litigation. He has acted for parties 
and projects in Korea, China, Middle East, Mongolia, Italy, Indonesia, Laos, Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam, US and Singapore. 

He is a Council Member of the Society of Construction Law (Singapore), and speaks and publishes articles regularly on construction law 
issues. 
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 REGISTRATION CLOSING DATE: 26 June 2019 
FEES (includes refreshments & 

materials, if any) 

SCL (Singapore) Members S$35.00 

Guests of SCL(S) Members, Members of international SCLs, 
Members of: Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (Singapore) Ltd (CIArb), Chartered Institute of Building (CIOB), 

Lighthouse Club (Singapore) (Lighthouse), Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors (RICS), Singapore 
Contractors Association Ltd (SCAL), Singapore Institute of Architects (SIA), Singapore Institute of Arbitrators 

(SIArb), Singapore Institute of Building Ltd (SIBL), Singapore Institute of Surveyors and Valuers (SISV), Society 
of Project Managers (SPM), Tunneling and Underground Construction Society (Singapore) (TUCSS), Full Time 

Students & Faculty of NUS Faculty of Law,  
Marine Offshore Oil & Gas Association (MOOGAS) 

S$70.00 

Others S$90.00 

Mode of payment (Please tick one):     [        ] PayNow Corporate     [        ] Credit Card     [       ] Cheque 

• PayNow Corporate: 
Step 1: Log in to your bank’s existing internet banking or mobile banking app. 
Step 2: At the PayNow transfer screen, enter SCL Singapore's UEN No. T02SS0165H and the amount to be transferred. 
Step 3: Verify that the recipient’s name [Society of Construction Law (Singapore)] is correct before confirming the transfer. 

• Credit Card: Please click HERE to pay under "Payment for Other Events". 

• Cheque: Please return the registration form below, together with your cheque, if applicable, made payable to “Society of Construction Law 
(Singapore)”, “Society of Construction Law (Singapore), 6 Eu Tong Sen Street, #05-07, Clarke Quay Central, Singapore 059817” or Fax 
to (65) 6225 9426. 

REGISTRATION, REFUND & CANCELLATION POLICY 

1. Places are limited and can only be allocated in order of priority upon receipt of registration and any payment due.  
2. We regret that we generally do not issue invoices or accept payments at the event. 
3. Refunds for cancellation are not possible after the registration closing date. 
4. We reserve the right to refuse to register or admit any participant, and to cancel or postpone the event. 
5. I fully consent to the collection, use and disclosure of my personal data as appears in this form by SCL (Singapore) for the purposes set out on your 

website. Visit www.scl.org.sg to read our Personal Data Policy. 

For further enquiries, please contact the SCL (SINGAPORE) SECRETARIAT 
Tel: 6551 2783  Fax: 6225 9426  E-mail: secretariat@scl.org.sg 

You may also register online for this event on our website at www.scl.org.sg 

                 
  

Name:     NRIC/Passport No.:     SCL Membership No.:   

Tel:   Fax:     E-mail:   

    I will be attending and I enclose my payment of $35.00.           (A valid email address is required for confirmation of registration.) 

    Check if CPD points are required  AAS no. ______________ (for practicing lawyers requiring SILE CPD points) 

    Please reserve_________ seats for my guests.  My guest(s) are: 

Name(s) Organisation Check if CPD Points 
are required 

AAS No. Email 

     

     
 

 

I am a: (Please select as appropriate.) 

☐ SCL Mbr: ____________________ pls state branch   ☐ CIArb Mbr     ☐ CIOB Mbr     ☐Lighthouse Mbr ☐MOOGAS Mbr    ☐ RICS Mbr 

☐ SCAL Mbr      ☐ SIA Mbr     ☐SIArb Mbr     ☐SIBL Mbr       ☐SISV Mbr     ☐SPM Mbr        ☐ TUCSS Mbr       

☐Full Time NUS Law Student/NUS Law Faculty     ☐ Others 

Name (Dr/Mr/Mrs/Miss/Mdm):   

Name and Address of Organisation:   

  

Position in Organisation:     NRIC/Passport No:   

Membership No:   (Mandatory to process registration. Please check with your respective membership body.) 

    Check if CPD points are required AAS no. ______________ (for practicing lawyers requiring SILE CPD points) 

Tel:     Fax:     Email:   
 (A valid email address is required for confirmation of registration.) 

 

REGISTRATION FOR SCL (SINGAPORE) MEMBERS & THEIR GUESTS (Please use 1 form per Member) 
 

REGISTRATION FOR NON-SCL (SINGAPORE) MEMBERS (Please use 1 form per registrant.) 
 

SILE Attendance Policy  
Participants who wish to obtain CPD Points are reminded that they must comply strictly with the Attendance Policy set out in the CPD Guidelines. For this activity, this includes 
signing in on arrival and signing out at the conclusion of the activity in the manner required by the organiser, and not being absent from the entire activity for more than 15 
minutes. Participants who do not comply with the Attendance Policy will not be able to obtain CPD Points for attending the activity. Please refer to http://www.sileCPDcentre.sg 
for more information. 

_1 

https://scl.org.sg/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=444.
http://www.scl.org.sg/
mailto:secretariat@scl.org.sg
http://www.scl.org.sg/

